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Mr, Ryan as Alreraft Board Head.

Joun D. Ryax nt the head of the
. Advisory Alrcraft Board may not be
for our ships of the alr all that
Cuantea M. Scuwan In his post can
be for our ships of the sea. BcHwWAB
knows all about bullding ships. Per-
haps Ryax doesn't know anything at
all about airplanes. But, to speak In
the bigger sense, who among us does?
JRyan may not know anything about
motors, may not know anything about
machinery. Nevertheless, It must be
the uniform oplinlon of all those who
‘have followed the career of Mr. Ryax
that he Is one of our most successful
administrators of hig affalrs, possesses
all the qualities of triumphant leader-
ship of men, knows how to get things
done and to get them done right.

With his gifts of leadership and
achlevement Mr. Ryan ought to be
able to command the cooperation of
the man or the men best fitted to de-
sign nnd work out motors, planes and
other equipment of air fighters. He
ought to be nble to get out of those
men the very best that Is In them,
He ought to be able to place at thelr
disposal all the material and all the
labor they need for quick results and
sure results. These are the very
frults of administrative genius and
superiative leadership.

Getting things done has been, with
few exceptions, the cardinal weakness
of 1110 natlonal Administration In

"this war. Great policies have been
«woncelved, great programmes bLave
. been adopted, but 1o only rare In-
stances have the men been put on the
Job who could earry out such under-
takings. One of the most heartening
glgns of the day Is the obvious awak-
enlng of Presldent Witsox to the
truth that the best thought out plan
in creation isn't worth a rap, In prac-
Aleal effect, until it Is executed, For
™ whole year we had ‘many fine prin-
ciples and big plans without execu-
tlon. Now, with a Schwab on the Job
of gettlug us ships built and with a
Tyan on the job of getting us air-
planes built, each In his own way, we
séem to have entered the era of deliv-
oring the goods,
.. This Is the best thing that has hap-
pened yet In our war programme
ngainst the Prussian fighting machine
pf marvellous results.
The Polygamy Fropaganda In Ger-
many.

The revival of polygamy In Ger-

_many is serlously advocated by an
influential sclentific journal published
in that country known as the Politico-
Anthropological Monthly Reviewe. In

an important article on the subject’

of marriage nfter the war this publi-
cation Insists that the only way to
overcome the shortnge of German
Tathers is to allow every German to
marry us many women as he cnn
«are for, and that this proposition de-
mands early consideration on the part
of the Imperinl Govenment. “Ger-
many,"” we are told, “*hus lost%a con-
siderable portion of {ts noblest raclal
blood. This Is n parriotie fdea, A
decent form would have to be found
Jor this kind of polygamy, which Is
the only wiay to combut the reduction
uf the birth rate.”

Has religion perished off the face
pf the earth in Germany? When the
ndvancement of woman is making
hendway everywhere else, can it be
possible that woman's degradation, In
the form of polygamy, Is to become
n fundamental polley of the German
Emplre? Are the lomnn Cutholles of
Germany Iudifferent to such an ns-
tounding proposition as that which
we have mentloned? Are the Ger.
man Protestants blind and the Teu-
tonle Hebrews deaf? Has German
materinlism run mad In order to pro-
mote the propagation of man on a
larger scale than is practicable with
monogamlc marriage?

The religious considerations agalinst
the restoration of polygumy nre con-
clusive; but npart from religlon, the
experience of mnnkind has demon.
strated the superlority of monogamy.
Lecky, the Irish historiun, in his
famous chapter on the position of
women in his “History of European
Morals,"” found “ample grounds for
malintaining that the lifelong union

* of one man anil of one woman should
be the normal or dominant type of
intercourse between'the sexes. We
fun prove,” he gald, “that it Is on the

i

whole most conducive to the happl-
ness and also to the moral elevation
of all partles.” 4

The proposed return to polygamy
In Germany therefors finds no more
sanction In morals than it does In re
ligion. It Ia a monstrous project, too
monstrous to warrant serlous discus-
sion If it were put forward anywhere
else but in Prussia, Bince the out-
brenk of the present war, however,
It moy not eafely be asserted that
any measure la tno shocking for adop-
tion by Prussian leaders.

There Is one place where great In-
tereat should be aroused by this po-
Iygamy propaganda in Germany. That
Is the palace of the Vatican in Rome.

Is Gormany Bick of Gas?
The Prussian Minister of War,
General von 8rmin, Informed the main
committee of the Relchstag that his

oo | Rullant chemists are now manufactur-

Ing an invisible gas; “the enemy has
not caught up to us.” He boasted also
that it was the Germans who origl-
nated the employment of earbonle ox-
Ide gas In the war, “and the enemy
soon followed.” He wished the Relchs-
tag to understand, however, that,
thanks to the German masks, the en-
emy gas attacks in the present battle
amounted to but little. He closed
his dissertation on gas with a pecullar
statement :

“No country will agres to renounce
the use of gas, It s therefore necesmary
for our experta to labor comtinuoualy to
keep us ahead.™

Even the members of the Relchstag
must have amlled at the first sentence
here quoted. The use of gas was pro-
hibited by The Hague convention of
1800, Germany signing and ratifying
the agreement; and It was belleved
until the spring of 1915 that no clvi-
lized natlion bound by that agreement
would use gas or any other form of
polson In warfare. We may even
belleve that Germany had qualms—
the last wriggling of a moribund con-
sclence—about using gas In battle,
for it was not until after its bitter
rebuffs at the second battle of Ypres
that the German Generals called for
the foul products of the home labora-
torles. From that hour on, and that
was three years and a day before
Vox Breix's remarkable statement, the
Prussian has used polson gas and he
has never denled that he took the
helnous Initiative. The Allles have
used It, nnd properly so, in reprisal.

What is the significance of the War
Minister’s statement that “no country
will agree to renounce the use of gan."
Have there been murmurings Inside
Germany from the relatives of sol-
dlers with burped lungs? Or has
news come to Germany through its
acute spy system that some chemist
in one of the milied countries has
worked out a gas far more deadly
than the Germans have been able to
make? 1Is Yon Brein angling for an
invitntion from some humane neutral
to join in the restoration of the old
rules of war, now that Germany has
been bitten with her own teeth?

General Yox SBteixn s literally right,
after all, but not In quite the way he
means., No allied country is likely to
quit the use of gas, for the reason
that If the Prussian warrlors swore
to renounce the barbarlty the Allles
would know that they did not mean to
keep thelr word,

The Sourdough Rebelllon.

The importance of the Insurrection
in Alaskn, news of which has just
reached us from the Provost Marshal
General's ofiice in Washington, is not
to he underestimated,

The facts are simple. On the en-
actment of the selective draft law the
registration of men liahle to military
service was carrled out in our north-
ernmost territory as it was elsewhere,
In all 9,000 Alaskans enrolled,

Following this, the Provost Mar-
shal General, bearlng the pame of
Caowpzn, examined the map of Alas-
ka, stodled the census returns, and,
after deliberation, decided that on
account of the Inaccessibllity of many
of the settlements In the Territory
the draft should not be applled to
the American resldents therein estab-
lished, and that to them should be
denied the privilege of joining thelr
brothers in the natlonal armies.

This decislon, antocratic and Inde-
fensible, was made known to the law
abiding people of Alaska forthwith,
and they, with a pralsewortly inslst-
ence ‘'on thelr rights as freemen and
citizens, after taking counsel together,
refused to submit to its terms,

With the same vigor that charae.
terized the peace loving Inhabitants
when they folled the effurts of the
mob to lynch Soapy Sauth, the de-
fenders of publle order banded them-
selves together to conserve thelr mili-
tary privileges, and notifled Crowpes
that unless the draft was carried out
in Alnskn ns it wns elsewhere they
would march on Washington, depose
the Provost Marshal Genernl, and es-
tablish In his place a man who would
not disregard thelr rights.

For Crowpen It ¢an be sald that he
was not losensible of the danger In
which he stood. He visualized an
army of Intrepld sourdoughs, each on
his dog sled, penetrating Washington
Htate through Its nporthwestern cor-
ner, and progressing dlagonally across
the country to the banks of the Po-
tomne, collecting funds on their trip
by the Ingenlous expedient of Induc-
Ing the innocent natives to het on the
less capable dog tenms. Ile recog-
nized the slmplicity and the Inevita-
ble triumph of the propnsed Invaslon}
perhaps he caught a glimpse of the
Inherent justice of the contentions
put forward by the Alaskans; and he
cupitulated as gracefully as the clr-
cumstances allowed,

Consequently, the full quota of sonr.
doughs will assemble in Halnes, at
Fort Willlam H. Beward, for pre-

“ilnl.ll.u'[ instruction, l.'ﬂllluqmﬁ!‘

they will be sent to the cantonments
to acquire final polish,

We know what kind of soldlers
they will make They will sabmit
cheerfully to disclpline, endure hard-
shipa uncomplainingly, and acquit
themselves honorably; and Provost
Marshal General Cmowpza will be
mighty glad they refused to be cheated
out of thelr rights by the lasziness of
the War Department.

The Swise and the Hun.

Once more Bwitseriand Is In the
“energetic protest” stage of discus-
sion with (ermany. The sinking of
the Bardinero, laden with cereals des-
tined for Geneva by way of Cette and
the short cut route through France,
continues to stir the Swiss peopla pro-
foundly. There Is developing a mina-
tory attitude among them with specl-
ficntlons of retaliatory acts Invitingly
open to mobllization in the event of
further brutalities or in default of
German atonement for those already
committed.

Besldes being made a base for Teu-
tonic esplonage from the beginning of
the war, Bwitzerland has also become
a storage warehouse for German
goods pending post bellum freedom of
export. In addition to that, she has
long been a recelving hospital for
German war wrecknge—a harbor of
refuge for tens of thousands of Ger-
man women and.children, for German
deserters and German slackers, for
all the wretched human flotsam and
Jetsam cast adrift and starving In the
wnke of the Teutonie war chariota
All these people she has been feeding
and caring for from her own scant
supplles. Now Kultur has set about
cutting off a Inrge portion of those
supplieg at the source.

What are the Bwisa going to do
about it? They talk of rounding up
the hordes of unhappy creatures and
turning them loose in Germany again;
they talk of cutting down the rations
of over 80,000 German children they
are feeding: they talk of doing this
and that and the other thing which
they know very well their kindly,
humane hearts will never let them
do. As a matter of fact, they will
do nothing. They are helpless, So
they go knocking at the iron gates of
the barbarian headquarters, and there
they stop and must stop, for, like the
Hollanders, over thelr heads hangs
the ever Imminent brute threat of
Belgium's horrors.

Thus It Is that for the Swiss, like
so many of the smaller natlons of the
earth, there {s naught to do save pray
for & speedy coming of the day when
the foul beast shall be slaln and a
tortured world delivered from' his
ravages.

What Happened at Selcheprey.

It Is announced in Washington that
the Americana killed in the German
uttack near Selcheprey on April 20
numbered fewer than twelve, and
that the Injured did not exceed a
score,

We trust It is not disloyal to utter
the hope that some day the War
Department may consent to tell the
country exactly what happened near
Selcheprey.

The Germans say a sanguinary en-
counter took place there In which
thelr tmops econducted a succesaful
enterprise, eapturing nearly 200 Amer-
jeans. They do not minimize thelr
achievement by accusing their oppo-
nents of cowardice, but they do charge
our troops with lack of milltary skill,

The French have complimented our
forces on thelr behavior, and have
pralsed a number of Individuals
among them for t!:elr conduet under
fire.

Newspaper correspondents  have
heen permitted to send to this coun-
try despatches In which the wigor of
the attack and the valor of the de-
fence have been recounted.

The exploits of Balvation Army
canteen attendants, army surgeons,
stretcher bearers and others have
beeen told at length.

Yet nobody In this country knows
from any official announcement that
anything out of the ordinary hap-
pened at Belcheprey; and the retl.
cence that rules in Washilngton on
this subject is Inspiring doubt In the
puthenticity of the report that there
were any Americans In that Interest-
lng community,

Who Sank the 8¢{. Paul?

The sateamship St. Paul sank at
her pler yesterday, iImmediately after
coming out of dry dock, through the
net of an allen enemy or a treason-
ahle American, or because of the
gross carelessness of some responsible
individual. :

Whoever is responsible should be
punished as severely as the law al-
lows. There must be no tenderness
fur the person who perpetruted this
deed, If It was done deliberately, or
for the negligent officer who took the
ship to her berth in Improper condl-
tion, If it turns out on Investigation
that this occurred.

If the St, Panul was damaged by
deslgn, It seems plain that the au-
thors of the deed hoped to sink her
in the channel, where she would
prove o bothersome, if .not dnngerous,
obstruction te navigation. This was
averted only by the fact that she re-
merined aflont until she reached the
wharf ut which she was to have been
tied up.

1t Is reported that the rhip can he
ralsed and repaired. We hope so,
FEleven thousand tons of ship are
needed now. But, regardiess of thils,
the individuals gullty of her mishap,
whether they are enemles of the
United Btates or merely Incompetents,
must be brought to justice.

The explanation from Washington
concerning the Hed Cross Commission
to Palestine and other parts of Byria
is satisfaclory and reassuring. [t sets
forth the fact that this is an

t

of workers, not merely of Inves-
and studenta of conditions.
Perhape the first announcements of
the purpose of the elaborate under-
taking did not make quite clear the
extent to which actual practical relief
was to be the function of the fAfty-
seven members of the commission
under the capable direction of Dr.
Jomn H. Finiar. If rellef and not
research work I8 the main feature of
the programme, and if the numerous
commissioners are to remain on the
fleld and on the job, then dlsappears
the only reason for criticism, namely,
on the ground of expediency and
sconomy of war effort.

In to-day's German wireless the fol-
lowing statement appears: “From pa-
pera found on American aviators who
ware shot down It has been proved that
for thelr own safety many of them
crossed over on hospital shipa, certified
A8 mambers of the American ambulance
service In France."—»8Statement of the
Britiah Admiralty. .

Az hospital ships are favorite game
of German submarines it is diffoult to
o2 how American aviators would con-
tributs to their safety by travelling
aboard such vessels. As a matter of
fact, they 4ldn't; the atatement Is &
plain German lle, suggested probably
by the ecircumstance that numerous
Americans who went to France to
serve in ambulance work subsequently
joined the fighting forces, wherein
they are not more exposed to the fury
of the Huns than they had becn in
their original occupation, but enjoy the
privilege of striking back.

Perhaps the War Department would
simply convey to Philadelphia’s politl-
clans the idea that it ls & Liberty Bell,
not & Licanse Bell, which It cherishes
in Independeonce Hall

At Achiet le Grande there wers two
hoepitals where, several nights ago,
shellm began falling. The orderlles were
killed and the operating theatra was
destroyed. ‘The hospitals fell back to
Nuichilllers, only to be bombed there
un:; night by alrmen—From the Brit-
[

gi

“What hate I not done,” asked the
Kaiser despairingly, “to preserve the
world from these horrore?”

One Jony DowLing has been arrest-
ed on complaint of Mim ANNA ZaLick,
Miss Eviaassre BcrMaLTs and JosxPH
VoLstrr, charged with tearing a Brit-
ish flag from the Fhakespeare statue
In Central Park. It was Mr. Snaxe-
sPeand who asked “What's In a
name?”

It {» announced that headquarters of
the textile branches of the Quarter-
master'a Corpa will be moved from
Washington to this city as soon as
posalble. Mr. Bcuwan's first act was
to get the head offices of the aship
construction establishment out of the
national capital. - Is the Potomac air
considered unhealthful for hustiers?

Not even the name “Liberty cab-
bage"” could make sauerkraut sathetle.

We do not yet know the amount of
indemnity we shall win—The Becretary
of tha German Imparial Treasury.

It will be as valuable as the hole
in an imaginary pretzel,

If of safety you are fond buy &
Third Loan Liberty bond.

SEE YOUR DRAFT BOARD.

A Maan Lisble to Comscription Who
Wants to Volunteer.
To ™ae Epiton or Tum Bux—58ir: 1

am Irish and have declared my (nten-
tions of becoming an American citizen,

having my first papers. 1 went to thas

Navy Yard to enlist as & seaman, but
they would not take me. I spent three
and a half years In the English Naval
Reserve and threa years In merchant
service, I am In this draft and I want
to volunteer where I should be of most
nservice, and having experience 1 wanted
io go on a transport or In the merchant
service, 1 do not want an easy job.

I aleo went to 61 Chambera street to
Join the Naval Reserve and they would
not take me as seaman. [ do not think
it Is falr. a3 1 am with this country and
England to win the war. [ am not
afrald of the army, but I want to go to
the work I know.

A CoxNsTaNT RRADRR,

BrnoMLYN, Apri] 25.

STOP USING WHEAT.

The National Housewives League
Moves for Comservation.

To run Epiron oF Tan BuN—S§ir:
following action was taken at a mesting
of the executive commities of the Na-
tlonal Housewives League on April 24:

Every cunce of avallable wheat 1s needed
te win the war; be It

Resolved, That the sxecutlve committes
of the Nationsl Housewlves Leagus re-
quasts each member of the League Lhrough-
out the country to abstaln from the use
of wheat until next harvest and to conduct
active propagands on this measurs,

Jenywm Dewrr HzaTh.
New Tomx, April 2.

The Brillant Balabow Hues of Kenturkisw
Matrimony.
From the Chariotts Chromicle.
The lovely and elegant home of that
crown prince of hospltallity, the big hearted
and nobla souled John Whesler,

radiant scens of enchanting loveliness, for
Cupld had brought ene of his flnert offer-

ings to the court of Mymen; for the luove |

Able Misa Allce, the baautiful daushtar of
Mr. Wheeler, and his refined and most ex-
cellent wife, whe o & lady of rarest charms
and sweetsst graces, dedicated her life's
ministry to Dr. Willlam H. Osgood, ths
brilliant and gifted and talented son of
that rips scholar and renownsd . sducator,
tha learned Professor Oagood, she very
abls and successful president of the femals
colinge.

In Vades, Attiin the Hun
Chuned things t¢ go quite heatedly.
The Manes sald: “The upper sun
In fiting for such shades s he'
And so acrows the lifeless sea
Old Charon brought him te the world.
Where armies formed to keep men free
Ars marching with thelr Gags unfurled,

*1 will undo what men have Aones,
With Havec,” sald the Hun In gles,
And where unguarded citles run
On mountain siopes, quite secretly
Bet fire to withersd brush and troe;
Anil on the earth dense smoks clouds
curied.
But armiea over Lill and les
Ars marching with thelr Sags unfurled,

Beacause In mountain citiss none

Were tanught to bend the conquered knee
As nubjecis, the slow Are bagun

Flamed up and up relentiessly.
But ahouta arose: “The enamy

Bhall back to Hades' ahades be huried!™
And armles fighting tyranny

Are marching with thelr Sags unfuried,

EXYOY,
Reader, Bonds are your banners. Hee

The smoke abave the cities whiried!
Then join thoss who, for Liberty

i

Are marching with thelr Sags unturied!
Rarmsmuxn T. Cpowryy,

waR & |
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THAT SAWED OFF SHOTGUN.

It Served Be Well Against Stage
Robbers That General Pershing
Is Using It Against the Hans,

BEven to-day in the Blerra Nevadas
where little mining camps send out
gold dust by stage to be carried from
the nearest railway station to thes Ban
I"rancisco mint a shotgun messenger
rides with the driver if there I a gold
shipment In the box. The barrel of
the gun ls shortened for the sake of
convenience in handling In closs, quar-
ters, and its eMclency for its particu-
lur work Is not leasened, as it is used
only to quiet a robber who has sud-
denly appeared closs by the alde of the
treasurs stage with the laconle com-
mand, “Throw down the box!"

The messonger, as he Is called where
he Ia known, never guard or gun man,
carrles his gun acroas his knees where
danger seems light, or lightly in his
hands passing through bad spota. His
Job 18 to shoot uny one so careless as
to step out from behind a tree or rock
to the side of the stage, and shoot
befors the intruder gets thoe drop.
Mountaln folk who want to take a
stage between statlons make them-
selves conspicuous in the middle of
the road before the stage rolls into
sight. That Is the safe way.

1f a messenger fails to ses a robber
befors the latler has him covered the
box Is thrown down—usually. There
was one (nstance where the rule was
not followed which old stage drivers
in the 8lerra Nevadas tell about to-
day. On a stage out from Hodls was
a shipment of bLulllon consigned to
the Carson mint. The messenger was
alert, his sawed off shotgun lghtly
balanced In his hands passing the
danger spots, or resting on his knees
where the cover reemed to de too thin
to conceal a robber by the side of the
road.

On one good stretich the messenger
gripped his gun between his knees
while both hands sought in the pockets
of hin heavy coat for the makings. The
cnexpected happened; out of a patch
of wstraggly sage brush two men
leaped, one to tha bridle of the oft
lender mule, one to the off side of the
stage, They had the drop on both
messenger and driver.

“Throw down the box!" commanded
the man at the fore wheel of the
atage.

The measenger thought one-quarter
of a second—he was precise in telling
that part of the story—and then, with-
out having to Invite a bullet bw mov-
Ing his gun or hand, he pulled the
trigger of the right barrel. So many
things happened In thes remalning
three-quarters of the first second after
the command that they make a long
and lovely story as one listens to &n
old driver tell it to-day.

The short of the story is that the
shot shredded the ears of the leaders,
and generally speaking those mules
did the rest, The aix mules bounded
ahend, startled and iIndignant. The
robber ut the bridle was kicked in
rapld suceession by the off leader, off
awing and off wheeler, =0 hls pistol
alm was not good, and the robber at
the stage wheel was run over by the
rear wheels, and his alm wus not good.
The alx mules, the driver has sworn
to this, did the next mile in four
minutes flat, and there was no time
when more than two stage wheels
were on the rond at the same time.

“It was sure some lucky cscape”
the messenger admitted, “but 1 never
truly made up with them lead mules.
They never seemed to relish me after
that little pawed off spoke to them.
Tourle: sort of critters, mules |s,
any 1

DO AWAY WITH “THE."

! A Scheme to Savp Paper and Perhaps
Time, but Not Temper.

To Tue Evitor or THE Eux—&ir; In
these times of saving, acceleration and
substitution, for national as well aa for
personal purposes, it would be a good
plan to save time, effort und paper
stock In the writing of letiers, which
kind of writing s done by every one.

A8 a simple way for any ons to In-
creane hin or her speed In writing, mi-
entifieally and without working the fin-
gers faster, by the employment of an
ensy expedient free to all and avallable
allke to penmen and to typewriter op-
eriatore, I Buggest that the sign / which
is easlly scripted and Is found on every
typewriter keyboard, be used henceforth
not only In connection with figures to
Indicate fractions, as 7/16, but also to
represent the word *“‘the'

It ean also be used to represent the
first three letters In such frequantly used
words as theatre, theatrical, thee, thelr,
them. then, theory, theoretical, there,
these, they, &c.

As the / does not repremsent a sound,
as does the t or m, and therefore can
never coalesca phonetlcally with any al-
phabetical character elther preceding or
following, the mark requires no sejar-
nting space. Examples of use:

When, In/coursa of human events, it
becomes necessary Jor one people to
dissoive/politicn! bonds which have
connscted /m  with another, and to ase
aume, among/power of /earth, /esparate
and squal station to which/lawe of
naturs and of nature's God entitle/m,
a decent respect for/opinions of man-
kind requires that/y should declars/
causas which Impel/m to/separation.

In/above extract from/Deciaration of
Independence s shiown an applleation
of /mew principin In time and labor save
nk. I Invite numerous letter writers
of/eity of New York and wicinity to

use /device In/ir correspondence wnd to
report /results  to,/HuN, at/eame  time
giving/ir estimates of/time’y galn and
of/increased speed which/y attaln,
G, T, HasirroN,
New Yonk, Apell 25,

FProgreas of the Domestie Arts on Hat
Ornamentation,

To TuE Entton o Tue Svx—8ir: Re-
cently I saw a novel hat ornament, &
gllded (or is It gilt?) chicken foot,
sewed on, upright, to the crown of a ple.
ture hat: no other trimming.

Huch things as chicken wings, heads
and talla we have long known aw hat
ornamenta, Now it's the feet. And I
kave it on good authority that next
senron It will be drumsticks, chicken
livers and second joints

All" right, let ‘em come;
‘em.,

we'll wear
We'll wear anything in style

0. U. FeemaiL,
New Yonx, April 25.

The Btreet Cries of New York.

To Tim Epitor oF Tus Bun—=~8ir:
Among the street cries of New York, "1
carh clothes” and “Rages and bottlea™ 1
belisve, hava always been In the lead,
When living in Harlem some Afteon
years ago 1 eounted tweniy-two street
hawkers of all kinds passing my window
between 9 A, AL and 4:30 I, M. The
locality In those days was otherwise
quist. Lyman H. Low,

mmwu

THE TRIP TO PALESTINE.

An Authoritative Explanation of the
Purpose of the Commiweion,

To Tem Enrrom or Tus Bun—&ir: The
editorial article In Tum Bun of April 21
relative to the Raed Cross Commission
to Palestine suggeats the nesd of ex-
planation, Poasibly Insufcient informa.
tion was given as to ths purposes of the
commisslon, The editorial article som.
mented on the Investigatory welde of
the commiasion'a work, suggesting that
probably this was & laborious method
of appralalng the needs of Palestine.
The history of the commission is as
follows:

The commission, composed of ffty-
seven people, left about a month ago for
Palestine via Cape Town. Dr. Finley &
mlling immediately to head the com-
mission, going directly to Palestine via
England, expecting to reach there about
the same tims as the main portion of
the commission.

The commission |s ocompossd almost
entirely of doctors and soclal workers
Beveral business men are also Included.
It salled under the direction of Dr.
Ward, who, as your article points out,
was professor of surgery in the Ameri-
can University at Belrut, Syria. Dr.
Ward has receptly been In this coun.
try, and the intment of the com-
mission followed s very extensive series
of conferences between him and the Red
Croas officials In Washington, He came
back to America by way of England
and disoussed the entire matter there
with the British muthorities, and, fol-
lowing this, Interested the war councll
In undertaking thls work.

It Is the Intertion of the commission
to undertake actunl relief work in Pal-
estine, doing everything It can to alle-
viate the conditions there, and, In addl-
tion to It practical work, to educals
the people of Palestine through example
to more modern surgical and medical
methods and panitstion. The commis-
slon will, of course, observe conditions
while conducting lis work there and
will outline to the war council a plan
for its continuing tase. It Is expected
that a largs part of the personnel will
remain in Palestine for a considerable
period.

The ship on which the commission
salled carried 800 tons of freight, con-
sisting of the equipment necessary to
give a start to the work, Another ship
s being loaded at the present time to
supply the fommisaion with addiional
material, Rsn Cross.

Wasumnoron, D. C., April 25.

RAILROAD EQUIPMENT.

Dangers Iavolved In Delaylng Orders
for Rolling Stoek.

To THR Eoiror or TR BunN—8ir: 1
was Intensely interested in the leading
editorial article In Tum Bun of April
23, headed “'Cara to Haul Coal"

It seems to ma that the warning note
you sound should be heard all over the
country, ‘Thosse who are famillar with
the coul situation know that the whole
trouble has been due to lack of equip-
ment, and thers is no doudbt but what
tha causes for this lack of equipment
are fully understood.

In spite of all tha lemsons which
should have been learned from past
| experience in the ashipbullding, aero-
piane and other Government depart-
ments, T believe that the rallroad ad-
ministration i travelling along the same
rond tn delay in the furnishing of
equipment which will cause untold pri-
vatlon and misery during the coming
winter,

1 am credibly informed that the rall-
road administration has held up the
purchase of any carm or locomotives
until standard specifications and de-
signs of the same can be got out, and
that instead of golng ahead and pur-
chiasing equipment of any of the well
known, well tried and most largely useq
typas, and getting the cars of coal run-
ning from the mines durlnk the time
vwhen this can best be done, precious
*ima in belng wasted until thesa plans
and specifications are (ssued.

I understand that in one of the pro-
posed standard typas of locomotives the
helght of the locomotive 18 so great that
it would not clear In the Hoosac Tun-
nrel, and It 1 als my understanding
that when thesa locomotives ure dellv-
ered, If they fall to meet loval cond!-
tions over the lines on which they wiil
have to run, changes in the locomotives
will be made after delivery,

1 bellove that this delay will have
the same evil effects next winter that
the delay in choosing the beat known
acroplane motor and thes best known
machine gun ham had on our prepared-
ness for battle with the Germans. It
seems to me that this s no time to
experiment and design new types, when
well known and tried types can be had
Immediately. A B C

Taov, April 25,

The Sentiment Is Admirable.

To Tnre Eraron or THe BUx—8ir: How
Is this one?
To beat the Hun,
The son of & gun,
We must and will
Give our Liberty mun,
Jamaica, L, I, April 43, G. M M,

Poetle Message to Wilhelm.
To THE Furron or Pne Susx—8ir:
Hond boom,
Kalwer's doom
New Youk, April 25,

Nax,

Take Your Cholee,
To Tuw EpiTer oF Tus Sun—~8ir; How
is this one:
A bomb or a bond In your home?
Prrri Amsoy, N. J,, April 25, J.IL

A Quotation Improperly Credited to
the Boldlers’ Paper.

To Tue Epitok or THe BuN—SEir: The
ommunication signed "F." on the edi.
orial page of THr ScN of April 23 en-
titied "The Natlonal Guard in Its Re-
lation to ths National SBarvice” s as
unfortunate in Its quotation as It la un-
true, and tends to antagonize difMMerent
branches of the United Btates service.

The communication states Lhat the
Gas Atlack, called the oMclal paper of
the Twenly-seventh Divislon, now at
Camp Wadswonth, Bpartanburg, 8. C.,
saym:

Ona  hears It whispered—though mnot
printed even In the smallest print—that,
in the judgment of Inapectors, ths New
York Natlonal Guard troops at Spartan-
burg are not, after pix months training.
a8 far along toward belng dependabls mol-
diara as the Natlonal Army (roops (also
from New York) at Yaphank, &«

The CGas Attack eaid no such thing.
The edikors guoted from Life the artl-
cle, of which the firet paragraph Is given
above, and sharply criticised it. Hee
Gaa Attack for April G, .

TRUMAN H. Barowin.

New Yorx, April 285,

An llosls Mueslcal Note,
From the lilinols Biate Jowrmal.

Following this numbar he will play a

wiolin sole with & seventy pound English
bulldog strapped 1o Lhe arm that carries
e bow

| e s .

THE BRITISH HOSPITALS IN NORTHERN
FRANCE ESCAPE THE DRIVE.

Need of Medieal Reenforcemenis Emphasized by Reomi Experiencs,

British hoepitals on the Bomme had
A critical week from April 1 to the 8th,
but fortunately the German drive was
stopped before the hills on which the
admirably planned builldings for the
alck and wounded are situated. It was
a wise forethought to piace the differ-
ent pavilions and casualty clearing
stationa on high ground well defended
by fortifications. For a few days the
whole system of hospitals was threat-
ened, but it now appears that the Ger-
man tide was rolled back in time and
spent Itself aguinst fold behind fold of
hills concealing trenches and cannon.
Aocording to detalls now published by
the Minlstry of National Bervice the
tranaport and care of wounded were
carried on in this region with wonder-
ful promptitude and method; some of
he men, after having their wounds
arrived at Charing Cross on
the same day as the battle, The result
is sald to be due to the businessilke or-
ganization and medical akill for which
these particular hospitals are noted.
In order to maintain this eMclency
more medical men are needed. Under
modern conditions of battle an army
is not In a position to lose ground,
oven A few miles, without some losa of
men and material. Events in France
during this week of April have led
again to & shortage of medical men
with the army, for it stands to reason
that in any toll of prisoners taken
from fts flsld forcss a certaln percent-
age will represent the medical per-~
sonnel. And that percentage must
ofteni be a high one, as in the gone of
the clearing stations mobllity cannot
be conaldered as a factor, while fur-
ther forward, near the battle lines, the
duty of the medical man keeps him be-
jside the wounded who cannot make
good thelr retreat. It is not yet
known for certain how many medical
men are missing; the number is prob-
ably not large, but even a small loss
of thess officers is a matter of im-
portance owing to conditions brought
about directly by the war, It is on
thin account that the London papers
have called attention to the possibility
of a shortage of surgeons, RBuch &
shortage, even if temporary, must be
met promptly, as the present time is
one favorable to militury engage-

ments, with the Inevitable dema
upon the medical pervice, .
The situation ks summed up in (41,
ter iasued by the Ministry of Nationa)
Bervice stating that the number of
civillan medical men now avallabla iy
small, and In many directions thy
number has been found InsuMoiont fos
the needa of the home population. (ne
sentence from the letter gives a gogq
general idea of the campaign for med;.
cal reenforcements which must
taken from the class of older but pe.
tive physicians In the citles and towns
This reserve, Including men up 1n ;3
years of nge, has not been tapped ng
far, as it was needed for home worl,
"W are awars," runs the appeal, “thy,

the number of men in thems classe

who can be available 1s amall, and we
know that in many areas the number
of civillan practitioners has been re.
duced to a level which has causeg
anxiely to medical suthorities: but thy
situation which has to be faced la geri.
ous, and we are confident that ths vl
untary spirit of medical men will faca
it. Every one of them who respond:
immediately will be parforming an ay
of practical patriotiam.”

This statement brings up the ques.
tion of medical personnel for all 1
Allled armies in France. and throws
an entirely naw light on the generm!
medionl situation. The t¥uth may pe
expressed In a nutshell, It battles oy
the scale of the last occur severy
times during the summer a shortags
vital to the success of the troops will
arise. In fact thers are not enough
doctors and hospital beds at gressn:
and it is perfectly obvlous that ths
number must be increased in the nesr
future. BSuch things cannot ba lef: 1,
chanoe, or the work of treating th»
wounded will be performed In an ur.
satisfactory, haphasard and partis
manner. If another succesaion of bai-
tlea takes place the medical servie
will be forced to atart on its gres
work handicapped In organization and
tralnmg and faced In many areas an(|
flelds with the prospect of a "par
time'' surgeon who will be regards’
by his soldier patients as another kiny
of amateur dootor. In France and
England the medical profession lsnow
being circularized on the subject, an{
it Is hoped that the gaps in personne
will speedily be filled up with exper
enced, well trained surgeons. B.

Workers.

tached Iz an extract from a lelter re-
celved to-day from a Y. M. C, A. worker
in Parls. 1Its publication should help

doing. 1t needs men, and lots of them,
and no! neceasarlly young men,
W. M Wrsimy,
New Youk, April 26.

From o Y. M. C. A, worker in Prance.
“If you can influence any one toward

here, go to it,
over here by the hundreds, and there are

feeling that religion ham anything to do
with It; of course they must be men who
will not disgrace the organization, but
fewer handle the religious end than any
other headquarters,

“Men understand the sltuation bhetter
now than they did and any reasonably
ciean man can be put to good use, and
the more bralns, ability and Initiative he
has the better

“The work liere la more largely mil-
tary In its nature than 1 had dreamed
and well worth while for any good man,”

RISTORI AND BOOTH.

They Appeared Together In Only One
Performance.

To Tnr Eorron or Tne Evx—8é: In
the war newm che other day was mn
Kem from ltaly which read: “The Aus-
trians have melted for ammunition the
siatue erected in memory of an actress,
Adelalda Ristorl, who once played In
America with Edwin Booth.”

Ristor! made her first appearance in
New York in September, 1866, at the
Theatre Frangalse, which ovcupled the
site where the pressnt Fourteenth Bireet
Theatre stands. Hor triumph waas the
noted event of the stage In those days,
being the moat artistlc wnd financial
succesa known in the theatre. During
the following years she made many vie.
its to this country, and on May 7, 1583,
appesared with Edwin Booth at the
Academy of Mualc in “Macbeth, at
what was advertined as her “farawel|
appearancea” In America. Thin was the
only time Ristorl and Honth appeared
together, The critles of thoss days were
not enamored of the perfarmance. “He-
Earided as u whole," wald one, “this lat-
o8y representation of ‘Macheth' could
only e appreciaed by admirers of a
past school of acting. To modern ears
It wnas morely rant and worda" Iistori
it this tinie was 63 years of age and
Hooth was In his Ofty-second year
Whila this performance was announced
aa positively the last, she followed Lhe
fashion of those days and gave another
“farewell” at the Thalia Theatre in the
Bowery

Ristori's Erent=s impersonations
were Medea In the Franco-ltalan trag-
edy of that name, and Lody Macbelh,
Al the helght of her career an eminent
dramatie writer In speaking of her said ;
“If the tragic muse were to be deploted
with the featurea of a living artist, it
Is those of Adelalde Ristorl which she
would assume.”

To the Itallan people ahe was looked
upon almost ne a saint, and the monu.
ment which Is repored demtroyed woas
erected by her countrymen and women
at her hirthplace, A small town near
Venles, an o token of their love and ven-
eration for one of thelr greatest artists,

CHaRLES DuUaNizas,

New York, April 25,

On the Trall in the Osarks,
Oakland covreependence Clarkeville Democrst

Chicken thlaves are plentiful In this
community, One of them wors Knglish
tosd shoes

Busy Vatriots,

Within esur modsst little town
Two pairiots ablde,

And one 1s Jinks and one la Hrown,
And both are trus and tried.

HBromn weighs earh world even! and fact
With serious intent,

Declding Just how he would act
1f he were Vresllent

Jinks scans hils emall sffairs anew,
While earnestiy he thinks

Junst what the President would Aa
I hie were Mr, Jinks,

Aloluupsuses WiaoK.

THE Y. M. C. A. NEEDS MEN.
Non-Religlous Activities Call for Good |

To THE Epiror oF THE Sux-——~8ir: At-

| fectual

BOOK SPOILERS.

What Is Adequate Punlvhment for
the Margin Delacer?

To rix Eprron or Tus Suxn—8ir: Na
to Kalser Bill the highwayman a=|
his gang the most despicabls objects o
earth are those who write margim

along the good work the Y. M. (", A, la | notea on books thal they do nol om:

Their principal flelds of desecration are

| the publie librarfes, wherein they wa

A faw days ago 1 saw an Inte-

looking Idlot In the geners
reading room of ths Fifth Avenus 1.
brary savagely engrosaing with & sof
pencil the margine of pages of a r

low,

investigating the nature of the work over | cently issusd book, Judging frem
| freah appearance,
"We need men, good red blooded men, |

1 confess my lack of the quality '
good citizenship in my fallure 10 repor

plenty of places they can help without | him to an attendant, which would have
| entalled Ignominous expulaion, or, bet

ter atill, his arrest and puniahment fo:
the violation of a elearly defined satute
as to mutllation or disfigurement of
such publie property.

Buch notes are usually written U
dinsent from the presentations of th-
authors of the books, and for 1
xuldance of succeeding readers, who !
im mssumed require further exposiiisr
and in the bilnd confidenca that tit
chirography le legible, which is & rare
Instance,

Viewing recently the vaporings of one
of thesa asses, In & paragraph of twents.
two words six wers unreadable afue
strong efforte at the tosk, the conter!
furnishing no clue to the musiers of e
ravings.

1 have never seen !n theaa uotes £
pressionn of approval, A betts: meanire

would meem to be & commun! atien ad:
dressed to the mauthor throug hs pib
lisherm, or to write m dlspuan: wom

so comprehennible and impecoabis thy'
publishers would engage In vicler! com
petition for the privilege and profit of
Insuance. The ocustom complaired of
aelde from violation of law, Is an lawi!
to mucceeding readsrs, who mny enter
taln contrary views ta the aiushers of
the books without offensive projection
into subjects to whizh they have not
given as prolonged thought

New Yomrx, Agril 25 lEersry.
TRADE BRIEFS.

Consul E, Verna Richardaon teporis foom
tie Moncion, New Brunswi i, ava ar
district that there Is at presspt an 5°
usiinlly large demand for mhp'e &R
Moncton la a centra for the proluciion €
maple products and It s enthoaied taw!
BOOO0 Lress limve bosen tapped this peanid
The total yleld la valued at auout §10.00

Now tarlff regulations in N/ arag i pv
mit the fres entry of sampies woish ar
of amall commercial waice or wuich a®
not salable, Commercinl aninjles of .
value not exceeding 83,000 ey o8 @
mitted  without payment ~f 4 @ undt
bond for twice the amount of the Aut®
conditlons] upon reexportstun = hoa 4
muonthe.

Thers Is m market In Spain for fah ol
tackis and rope. A ilwi of dea epe i the
supplies can be oblainad at thie Hurest

Vorelgn and Domeatis Commes & 13400
toms kouss, this clty, by rafescae Fe
No. 99480,

In 1011 exportm from the [lipeint
wers vaiued at §O5,604,207 anl tus »

at 863, TU0.828, Theres wetr fHiby
O00 tonw of copra und 4% 000
nut oll. Trade conditions w.i-
spite Increassd tranmporia’ion
Duteh Hornee presenta » {0
for carpentere’ tools of gond qnt
noaw (n uss 4o not glve sat o700
Implements In demand ase &' .
planss, sawa, sguarea an! Ll
markat for grindstones an!
ening devicas might also L ¢
A mill eapable of grinding !
of sugar cane dally is to he 00
the Dominican Hepub':s The =10
and squipment will ha pur e
country, and dealers Interestsl
ordera for these suppilon rhou !
cate with the Nareau of Foo
mestle Commerge, Cuntom
York, and refer to Fila No M0
American manufacturers of 4
sultabls for making condenae® ¢
orated milk ara asked o o
with & firm In the West Inidies

v e
Pl !
" T

Leuislana's Patriotic Hed Nin's
Feom the fita Dena Tevod

Buven the Iita Pepn 16l IIRRCY
Jnlned tha ranks of tha paitiois
sing out {n the sariy pmarnings
Wurk! Workl Work'' wnl,

they ars right about It Thats *
ta do your part o help win tha =4t
vour lasy self out of bed Lethiner 100
morpings and make gardeo.




